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R 172225Z NOV 77 
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TO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

UNCLAS STATE 275987 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EGEN CO 

SUBJECT: COLOMBIA - SALE OF TWO HIGH SPEED PRINTING PRESSES. 
ONE UNIT FOR USE BY CASA EDITORIAL EL TIEMPO LTDA., PUB- 
LISHER OF THE NEWSPAPER EL TIEMPO IN BOGOTA (CONTRACT 
PRICE DOLLARS 4,800,000). THE SECOND UNIT FOR USE BY 
CANO ISAZA AND CIO. PUBLISHER OF THE NEWSPAPER EL ESPECTA- 
DOR (CONTRACT PRICE DOLLARS 4,000,000). 

1 . MGD GRAPHICS DIVISION OF ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL HAS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 275987 

REQUESTED A PRELIMINARY COMMITMENT UNDER THE DIRECT LEND- 
ING PROGRAM IN ORDER TO SUPPORT ITS EFFORT TO SELL HIGH 
SPEED OFFSET PRINTING PRESSES TO ABOVE REFERENCED BUYERS. 
ROCKWELL MAINTAINS THAT TWO GERMAN FIRMS, M.A.N. AND 
KOENIG AND BAUER, HAVE AGGRESSIVELY SOUGHT TO OBTAIN 
THESE ORDERS BY OFFERING A SEVEN YEAR REPAYMENT TERM 
WITH OFFICIAL GERMAN GOVERNMENT SUPPORT. 

2. CAN EMBASSY COMMENT ON THE EFFORTS BY REFERENCED 
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GERMAN FIRMS TO OBTAIN SUBJECT ORDERS IN A MARKET LARGELY 
CONTROLLED BY U.S. SUPPLIERS ALLEGEDLY WITH OFFICALLY 
SUPPORTED FINANCING TERMS. 

3. ADVISE WHETHER EMBASSY PERCEIVES ANY COMMERCIAL, 

POLITICAL OR OTHER REASONS EXIMBANK SHOULD NOT (REPEAT 
NOT) CONSIDER REQUESTS. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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